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It was only recently, in October 2020, that a 
Japanese politician made a public statement that 
hurt sexual minorities. Japan and Russia are the 
only countries in the G8 where neither same-sex 
marriage nor civil unions are recognized legally. 
There are not only LGBTQ issues but also problems 
in relation to gender equality and sexual assault 
cases in Japan. Japan's crime rate is extremely low 
compared to that of the rest of the world so Japan 
is considered a safe country. A UN report says that 
the majority (some say 80%) of murder victims are 
men. However, in Japan, women are more likely to 
be killed as a result of crimes. 

The Japanese laws are also inadequate and not 
revised with regard to sexual crimes. In addition, 
many victims do not come forward for fear of being 
hurt by curious eyes or insensitive words. Even 
though women have the courage to sue the 
suspects even in such a situation, they are looked 
down upon by the public as having been at fault. 
“Talking about sex or rape is taboo so I knew it 
wouldnʼt be easy to talk about it but that was the 
only way to make some change and outcome was 
quite brutal. I couldnʼt go back to my own 
apartment for three months and I got 
some threat and negative 
comments” says Shiori Ito, who 
was raped, on Skavlan (2018), a 
television talk show. According 
to a government survey (Japan 
2017), only 4% of rape victims 
reported their rape to the 
police. Japan has yet to grant all 
people equal rights free from 
sexism. “Japan is an industrially 
advanced country, but I don't think 
it is very advanced” says Langrand Yaelle 
(2018), a French exchange female student 
who studied in Japan. 

A Moscow-based feminist punk rock group, known 
as Pussy Riot, that works to improve women's rights 
and protect the LGBT community, in particular, 
continues to criticize the heavy-handed, machoistic 
stance of Russian President Vladimir Putin. On the 
21st of February 2012, the five members of Pussy 
Riot stepped onto the altar of Moscow s̓ Cathedral 
of Christ the Saviour and gave an unauthorized 
performance. They quickly made a name for 
themselves around the world. In an interview for I-D 
magazine (2019), the Pussy Riot co-founder, 
Nadya Tolokonnikova said “I am a big fan of 
Japanese pop culture. Pussy Riotʼs trademark, 
colourful costumes were influenced by Power 
Rangers, the Japanese super heroes”. “We started 
preparing for the lecture the night before and 
suddenly discovered that Russian punk feminism did 
not exist. There was feminism and there was punk, 
but there was no punk feminism” (Tolokonnikova, 
2019, p. 31). Pussy Riot is the first feminist punk 
rock group in Russia, using punk to inform people 
about the current situation in Russia. 

In the World Gender Equality Rankings 2020, 
Japan is ranked 121st, while Russia is 

ranked 89th. Despite Japan 
having LGBTQ issues, sexual 

assault issues and a more 
male dominated society than 
Russia, it is challenging to 
find a feminist punk rock 
group, even a feminist rock 

musician in Japan. “There is 
no punk feminism”

(Tolokonnikova, 2019, p. 31). 
However, there are many female 

musicians. Some of them play rock in 
Japan. 

introduction
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If there was Pussy Riot in Japan, would Japan be any different, would 

Japan be influenced in the same way that Pussy riot was influenced by 

Japanese pop culture, or would Japan have something to learn from them?
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Pussy Riot LYRICS

Virgin Mary, Mother of God, banish Putin, banish Putin,

Virgin Mary, Mother of God, banish him, we pray thee!

Congregations genuflect,

Black robes brag gilt epaulettes,

Freedom's phantom's gone to heaven,

Gay Pride's chained and in detention.

KGB's chief saint descends

To guide the punks to prison vans.

Don't upset His Saintship, ladies,

Stick to making love and babies.

Crap, crap, this godliness crap!

Crap, crap, this holiness crap!

Virgin Mary, Mother of God.

Be a feminist, we pray thee,

Be a feminist, we pray thee.

Bless our festering bastard-boss.

Let black cars parade the Cross.

The Missionary's in class for cash.

Meet him there, and pay his stash.

Patriarch Gundy believes in Putin.

Better believe in God, you vermin!

Fight for rights, forget the rite ‒

Join our protest, Holy Virgin.

Virgin Mary, Mother of God, banish Putin, banish Putin,

Virgin Mary, Mother of God, we pray thee, banish him!

English Translation by Carol Rumens

Punk Prayer

Don Fontijn Edited by Mayumi Sakoda 2021



In the early 1990s, there was a movement 
called Riot Grrrl. Feminist musicians advocated 
that women had as much right to love punk 
rock and enjoy live performances as men. 
Through their music and live performances, they 
addressed issues such as sexism, rape, racism 
and discrimination against minorities. Pussy Riot 
which was founded in August 2011, is a 
feminist punk group that have been strongly 
inspired by Riot Grrrl. For nearly a decade 
now, Pussy Riot has been sending a powerful 

message from Russia. They improvise guerrilla 
performances in public spaces such as Red 
Square and the Moscow Metro, and post 
edited music videos of their performances on 
the Internet. The videos have spread across the 
world, as social networking sites have changed 
the way protests are organised. As a result, the 
number of international supporters of Pussy Riot 
have increased. 

“Being ridiculous is one of the best ways to tell the truth” 
(Tolokonnikova, 2019, p. 186).

What is Pussy Riot?



On the 21st of February 2012, the five members of 
Pussy Riot broke into Moscow's Cathedral of Christ 
the Saviour as part of a protest against the 
re-election of Vladimir Putin as President. After 
signing of the cross, they began to sing ʻPunk 
Prayer .̓ This protest was later used in a music video 
of the song. By the end of the trial, the three of 
members, Nadya Tolokonnikova, Maria Alyokhina 
and Yekaterina Samutsevich, were arrested and 
sentenced to two years in prison with forced 
labour. Yekaterina was freed on probation and her 
sentence suspended. Nadya and Maria were 
sentenced to two years in prison. The punishments 
of hard labour and whipping for their crimes 
brought them to the world's attention.
*In July 2018, it was revealed that the Russian government has 
been ordered by the European Court of Human Rights to pay 
approximately €44,586 in compensation for Pussy Riot's arrest 
in 2012.

Soon after their release, the members of the Pussy 
Riot performed a song criticising President Vladimir 
Putin in Sochi during the Olympic Games in 2013. 
They were whipped, pepper sprayed by security 
forces and forced to stop their performance. This 
protest is shown in the music video ʻPutin Will Teach 
You How To Loveʼ and also posted on Youtube 
(wearepussyriot 2016).

In 2016, Pussy Riot released a protest single 
entitled ʻChaikaʼ, which was written about Russian 
Prosecutor General Yuri Chaika, who has recently 
been the subject of allegations of wrongdoing. The 
music video for 'Chaika' was conceived to help 

people understand that we cannot live in a country 
in which the officials who build the constitution are 
the stars of corruption and murder. Pussy Riot 
hopes that people all over the world will support 
them in raising their voices in anger and turning 
Russia into a country where there are no more 
people like Chaika.

In October 2017, Pussy Riot delivered this message 
during a performance at Trump Tower in New York 
City. They staged the protest in the 58-storey 
skyscraper and unfurled a banner down the wall of 
the building's atrium. The banner said "Free 
Sentsov", calling for the release of the Ukrainian 
film director Oleg Sentsov, who was imprisoned by 
Russian authorities as a political prisoner. 
Consequently, the tower shut down for half an 
hour. 

In 2018 during the France vs Croatia 2018 World 
Cup final match in Moscow, four members of Pussy 
Riot, dressed in old-style Russian police uniforms, 
disrupted the game which was suspended for a 
minute due to this disturbance. They then released 
a video message showing the disruption and 
demanded the release of political prisoners who 
had been unjustly arrested and imprisoned.

Pussy Riot movements
The key is consistency. Power is abusive pretty consistently. We should be 

consistent in spotting it and building alternative futures 

(Tolokonnikova, 2019, p. 121).
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Ata tata tata zukkyun! Wa tata tatata dokkyun!

Zukyun! Dokyun! Zukyun! Dokyun!

I won’t !  Won’t! Won’t! Won’t! 

Never! Never! Never!

Check-it-out chocolate

Chocolate

Can I have a bit of chocolate?

But my weight worries

me a bit these days

However, chocolate

Can I have a bit of chocolate?

But wait a while! Wait a while! Wait! Wait! Wait!

Give me!

Give me chocolate!

Ata tata tata zukkyun! Wa tata tatata dokkyun!

Zukyun! Dokyun! Zukyun! Dokyun!

I won’t !  Won’t! Won’t! Won’t! 

Never! Never! Never!

Check-it-out chocolate

Chocolate

Can I have a bit of chocolate? Can I?

But my weight worries

me a bit these days

However, chocolate

Can I have a bit of chocolate?

But wait a while! Wait a while! Wait! Wait! Wait!

Give me!

Too, too late! Too, too late!

Too, too. Please! Please! Please! Come on!

Give me chocolate!

・
・

Gimme Chocolate!!
English Translation 

BABYMETAL Edited by Mayumi Sakoda 2021



There are many female musicians and bands based 
in Japan. However, there are no feminist musicians 
or bands such as Pussy Riot. The pop group 
BABYMETAL is widely recognized as ʻa Japanese 
female heavy metal groupʼ both from within and 
outside of Japan. If we only consider their sound, 
we can say that BABYMETAL is definitely a heavy 
metal group. However, their lyrics contain Kawaii 
(cute) phrases that Japanese idols sing. The feminist 
issues that Japan is facing are not sung about at all.

There has been an argument in Japan that politics 
in music is taboo. In 2016, it was announced that 
Aiki Okuda who is a former member of SEALDs, a 
political and a student group formed by Japanese 
students, would be a guest speaker at the biggest 
annual rock music festival called Fuji Rock. He was 
immediately accused of "bringing politics to Fuji 
Rock." In the first place, rock music can express 
what you want to say and what you think clearly. 

The lyrics can cover a wide range of topics, 
including sex, rebellion against the system, political 
and social issues, art and philosophy, but this is not 
accepted in Japan.

In May 2020, Kiriko Takemura known as Kyary 
Pamyu Pamyu, who is a young singer and popular 
worldwide, tweeted and protested against a 
proposed amendment to the law that the Public 
Prosecutor's Office Law would allow for the 
extension of the retirement age of the Prosecutor 
General and the Chief Prosecutor. Her tweet 
received many comments of approval and 
disapproval and she consequently deleted her 
tweet. She was also heavily criticized through rude 
comments from political commentators and through 
general posts. "A singer doesn't talk about politics. 
A singer just sings songs.” In Japan, some people 
are not allowed to speak freely about politics or 
social issues because of their profession or position. 

"Don't bring politics 
into music"



People used to sing protest songs in Japan. Protest 
songs had been used to protest not only against the 
misrule of governments, the injustice and arrogance 
of those in power, but also against war, nuclear 
power, nuclear weapons, environmental 
destruction, bullying, violence, discrimination, class 
inequality, unfair exploitation and the state of the 
mass media. Protest songs were also used in the 
student movements in Japan, which gained 
momentum during the ZENGAKUKYOTOUKAIGI 

(university conflicts) between 1968 and 1970 
which was a strike in defence of students' 
livelihoods. However, the student movements 
rapidly receded thereafter due to the violence of 
militant movements and the murder of over 100 
people. As the student movements lost public 
support, the protest songs also lost their power. This 
means that the protest songs were no longer sung 
in Japan.

Japanese Protest 
Songs existed

“In Japanese society, the expression of political opinions has often been 
associated with a negative image” wrote Mike Sunda (2015), 

a Tokyo-based writer.



1 LGBTQ-Unfriendly

In March 2017, the Japanese government revised 
its basic anti-bullying policy. It was the first time to 
include a section on the protection of LGBTQ 
students. Research shows that around half of 
teenage LGBTQ people have experienced bullying 
at school and the proportion has remained 
unchanged from the first survey in 2016 to 2019. 
The situation has not improved in any way. 

A further problem is that LGBTQ couples are not 
legally guaranteed the same rights as heterosexual 
couples. In 2015, the Shibuya Ward Assembly in 
Tokyo passed the issuance of a ʻpartnership 
certificateʼ to same-sex couples and recognised 
their relationship as equivalent to a heterosexual 
coupleʼs marriage. Although this has since been 
implemented in several municipalities, these are 
stipulated by ordinance or outline and are not a 
legally binding agreement. In October 2020, 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) lawmaker Masateru 

Shiraishi told the Adachi Ward Assembly in Tokyo 
that "If all of Japan becomes LGBTQ, Adachi Ward 
and Japan will be destroyed" in relation to the issue 
of declining birth rates. He went on to say that "If 
lesbians and gays are protected by law, Adachi 
Ward will be ruined" His discriminatory words and 
actions, based on prejudice, have attracted 
criticism.

There are many issues regarding the LGBTQ 
marriage system. The lack of inheritance rights for 
same-sex partners, the adaptation of reproductive 
medicine to lesbian and gay couples, the lack of 
progress in legal development and acceptance of 
the system are also major issues.

It has been repeatedly pointed out that Japan, 
where more than half of the population is female, 
has the least number of female leaders among 
developed countries, especially in politics and 
business. Japan lags behind other nations in gender 
equality. 

One of the reasons for this is the traditional and 
strongly held on to gender division of labour. 
Women tend to focus on housework and childcare 
(caring roles), while men work (earning roles). If 
this division of labour for women is not improved, it 
will be challenging for women to work outside the 
home or to run for public office as a politician. 
Men's share of housework remain low and the 
burden of housework is a barrier to women's 
participation in society.

In June 2017, the Criminal Code on rape was 
substantially revised for the first time in 110 years 
with sentences being increased from a minimum of 
three years to five years in prison. However, even 
after the revision, many issues remain, such as 
perpetrators of non-consensual sexual acts are not 
punished and sexual acts against children over 13 
years old are treated in the same way as adults, 
and children's human rights are ignored. According 
to a survey (Japan. Gender Equality Bureau 
Cabinet Office 2017), one in 13 women and one in 

67 men say they have been forced to have sexual 
intercourse. It can be estimated that around 4 
million women and 800,000 men have claimed 
their victimisation. Meanwhile, among them merely 
1,307 cases were recognised by the authorities in 
the year. Only about 37% of these cases, (492 
cases), resulted in prosecution, which is low 
compared to other crimes.

Even after the amendment, very high requirements 
are needed for a crime to result in a conviction in 
relation to sexual offences. In order to be convicted 
of rape, not only must there have been a 
non-consensual sexual act, but there are also strict 
requirements such as proof of assault, threats, 
insanity and impossibility of refusal. Even if it is 
clear that a person has engaged in non-consensual 
sexual activity, the perpetrator cannot be charged 
with a crime unless he or she proves the 
requirements of ʻassaultʼ and ʻinability to resist .̓  
As a consequence, about 60% of sexual assaults 
reported to the police are not prosecuted.

THree Things 
Japan needs to do to improve

“It was just daily things. No one really questioned. I never questioned 

about sexism in Japan but now I strongly do” mentioned Shiori Ito (2018).  



2 Domination by Male Society

3  Unreasonable Law System
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Japanese people act in groups.

Japanese people do not like to stand out from the crowd.

Japanese people often use indirect language because of consideration for others 

(to avoid conflict of opinion).

Japanese people are less likely to show their emotions 

because they often seek consensus rather than put their own opinions forward.

Japanese people respect manners and rules.

Japanese people prefer unity (being the same as everyone else).

Japanese temperament
“Do what you love. If you're a shy, withdrawn person (like me), don't try 

to be a cheerful, outgoing activist superstar. Do what you have to do. 

You can also resist in a gentle and kind way, like in art.” said Nadya 
Tolokonnikova (2019) at i-D interview.

 (Nara Institute of Science and Technology 2016)



Japan is a safe country and the people are polite 
and courteous. 

On the other hand, it is often said that Japanese 
people smile on the surface. It is difficult to tell what 
they are thinking. They say something which is 
ostensibly innocuous so as not to offend others. 
Many Japanese people don't want to get into 
trouble and are not very good public speakers. 
They do not like to stand out and are often 
group-oriented, acting in accordance with others. 
This can be seen as having no opinion of their own, 
while it can also be seen as being very cooperative 
and considerate of others.

One of the characteristics of the Japanese people is 
the power of unity. Individually, they are quiet and 
uncomfortable in expressing their opinions. 
However, when they unite, they have great 
strength. Japanese people have overcome many 
natural disasters by supporting each other. The 
problems that cannot be solved by one person can 
be solved by many people's consolidated efforts. 
First of all, when solving problems in Japan, it is 
important to involve others. The key is that they 
should all work together to improve the situation.



Conclusion

We are proud of our country

Peaceful country, Japan

Peaceful country, Japan

Do you know? Japan is a male dominant society

A developed country that is at 121st in World Gender Equality Rankings

It's okay to rape someone if you don't leave any evidence

Women are crying. Women are crying

Rather keep it a secret than cry about it

Japanese LGBTQ get married and have a family in other countries

Peaceful country, Japan

Peaceful country, Japan

Let’s gather those who are proud of Japan

Women stay home. Men go to work

Is this really a developed country? Is it 2021?

Are there any minorities in Japan?

Everyone hides their sexuality and gender

Japanese politics is full of straight male politicians

Can you change Japan in this situation?

Is Japan a peaceful country?

Is Japan a peaceful country?

Now is the time to raise your voice!

Now is the time to raise your voice

CON
CLUSION

 LYRICS



There are still problems in Japan that need to be 
dealt with. In my opinion, Japan can learn a lot of 
things from Pussy Riot. However, instead of doing 
the same thing as Pussy Riot, we should address 
these problems in a way that suits Japanese society. 
The Japanese tend to act in groups and follow the 
opinions of others. If more people see the 
importance of these three problems discussed 
above, they will be solved sooner. We need a 
Japanese version of Pussy Riot that can be 
supported by people all over the world. One 
person cannot solve these problems alone, but 
together we can make a big difference in Japan.

Let's start small with a feminist punk rock song that 
has not been seen or heard before in Japan in 
order to find and bring like-minded people 
together. Let's do it in a way that doesn't hurt 
others. Let's tell people about the reality of the 
situation and make them sympathetic in order to 
unite rather than divide. Through that, everyone 
can live equally, peacefully and safely in Japan.

CON
CLUSION

 LYRICS
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